
You Know the Way 
 

John 14: 1-12 

14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my 

Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 

you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, 

I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may 

be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to 

him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From 

now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus 

said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 

me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 

Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 

words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in 

me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 

but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, 

I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, 

will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 

 
The other day, I was putting on my jacket, getting ready to go to the grocery store, when one of 
the kids asked, “Where are you going? Can I come too?” Of course, I told them not this time, 
and that I had to fly solo because of the situation we are in. It reminded me of what Jesus told 
his disciples as he prepares them for his own departure. “Where I’m going you can’t follow. I 
have to fly this mission solo.” To which his disciples anxiously ask, “How will we know the way 
without you?” and one of them even says, “Show us God and we will be satisfied.” In other 
words, in the midst of a time when they are wondering if their center is going to hold, they ask 
Jesus to give them some certainty. 
 
In these COVID-19 days, as our own center of gravity has shifted, certainty would be a lovely 
thing to have right now, wouldn’t it? It would be great to know when we will have a vaccine. Or 
when will it be safe to see loved ones again. Or what our life is going to look like on the other 
side of this. Questions swirling around us in a time when we need something to ground us and 
assure us that things will be okay. Give us a sign. Show us the answer. How will we know the 
way?  
 
To which Jesus replies, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” 
 
I have to be honest: Part of me wishes Jesus had never said this. In John’s gospel Jesus makes 
seven “I am” statements such as, “I am the light of the world, I am the bread of life,” and last 



week it was, “I am the good shepherd.” But it is this “I am” statement that has clobbered 
people and done the most damage.  
 
Years ago, I remember walking the streets of Chicago one evening after a concert when a street 
preacher approached me—for some reason I am a magnet for street preachers. Of course, he 
didn’t engage in small talk: “Are you saved?” he wanted to know. “I think so,” I said. “What, you 
don’t know? Answer me this: do you believe Jeeezus is the way, the truth, and the life?”  
 
There it was: the single statement of whether or not I was in or out, saved or doomed to hell’s 
fire and brimstone.  
 
I said, “He might be for me, but I also don’t think people like Gandhi are in hell because he 
believed differently.” The street preacher raised his hand up in the air and started praying for 
me: “Lord, forgive the blasphemy of this sinner, he does not know what he says!” He went on 
to tell me that Gandhi was in hell and I would be too if I didn’t believe Jesus was the only way to 
God! Anyone else ever have a situation like this? 
 
To understand what Jesus is really saying we need to paint a little context here: Jesus just told 
his disciples he was only going to be with them for a little bit longer. Judas has already left the 
building to betray him. He just gave them their ultimate commandment which is to love one 
another, and said this is how people will know who his disciples truly are. Then the disciples ask 
for a sign of certainty, but Jesus doesn’t offer them certainty. Instead he offers them assurance. 
Jesus doesn’t give them a sweeping theological declaration about what the next major religion 
in the world is supposed to be and how to convert people to it. No, this is a tender, deeply 
intimate farewell moment that is meant to assure his friends that they will know what to do, 
they will know the way, even after Jesus is gone.  
 
Because you know me, Jesus says, you know what God’s ultimate reality looks like. The answer 
doesn’t lie out there. You don’t need a sign. You’ve already seen it. You already know they way 
that leads to truth and life. 
 
It’s not an easy thing to believe. Not these days. Not in the midst of a pandemic. Not in a 
society where a black man loses his life for jogging in a white neighborhood. Not in the midst of 
our anxiety and uncertainty about what the future holds. 
 
But you know what? The most striking thing Jesus says in any of the gospels comes in his next 
breath: “the one who knows me will do what I do and, in fact, will do greater things.” Is it just 
me or does it sound like Jesus is saying that we will be able to take what he has done to the 
next level? That he believes we will be able to spread more love and kindness, more generosity 
and hope by building on the foundation of what Jesus has already done.  
 
These are words from a rabbi to his disciples: “Build on what I’ve shown you. Take my purpose 
for the world to the next level because that is what disciples do.” The answer doesn’t lie out 
there. We don’t need a sign or a proof. We already know the way.  



So keep going, Trinity. Keep offering life and compassion. Keep encouraging and caring for each 
other and your neighbor. Keep standing up for justice. Keep loving as big and as wide as you 
possibly can.  
 
Jesus says that in God’s expansive reality there are many dwelling places. And I pray you come 
to the realization that you are already one of them. Amen. 
 
   
 
 


