
Someone is About to Get Liberated! 

 
Exodus 14: 10-14, 21-29 

 
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians 
advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, 
“Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the 
wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very 
thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would 
have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” But Moses 
said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord 
will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see 
again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” 
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a 
strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were 
divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for 
them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after 
them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the 
Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the 
Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with 
difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for 
them against Egypt.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, 
so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot 
drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to 
its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the 
sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire 
army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But 
the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them 
on their right and on their left. 

 
 
Last week our Jewish friends celebrated Rosh Hashana. In Hebrew it means the, “Head of a new 
year.” It is a moment to reflect on how God is at work, renewing the world; making all things 
new. Every year Rosh Hashana revolves around two stories: the first, is the creation of Adam 
and Eve in the garden. The second, is the story we just read: when God separates the waters, 
making a way for the people to be delivered from Pharaoh and the Egyptian empire. The 
making of a new year weaves together creation with salvation because it brings about a new 
creation; a new system which supports a new kind of people. 
 
How we long for the day when God makes a new system. This week in Louisville, KY more 
officers were given a pass for Breonna Taylor’s murder. And while we might want the officers 
who broke down her doors to be held accountable, it is our system which must be made new. A 
system which not only assaults Black bodies and militarizes our officers, but who trains them to 
have hard hearts and become para-military soldiers. It is an empirical system which prefers 
violence to redemption and unfortunately, always has. How we long for a new a new system, or 
what the bible calls a new creation.   



Actually, if you step back and look at the entire scope of the biblical narrative, it can be 
separated into two ideologies. Not Judaism and Christianity. Not Old Testament God and New 
Testament God. But the constant struggle between the god of empire and the God of creation. 
One way of being worships God by honoring creation: the earth and sky, the immigrant and 
neighbor, the poor and oppressed. One stands in awe-struck wonder of our world. The other, 
exploits creation and its creatures. It is an “anti-creation” mechanism which overworks and 
distracts us. It treats creation as a commodity and sacrifices life on the altars of economy, 
prosperity, nationalism, power, and supremacy. The entire biblical arc of God’s story can be 
broken down into the difference between a people who worship the god(s) of empire, and a 
people who are being liberated from the ways of the empire, back to the God of creation.  
 
We see the same situation in the story we read today. The Israelites are trapped between the 
army of empire and the waters of creation. On one horizon they see the dust cloud of the 
empire’s chariots and horses storming in. On the other, a cloud of light and darkness—what 
was there on the first day of creation. The Israelites, defenseless get antsy and begin to 
complain that God has brought them out of Egypt simply to be swallowed up by the empire’s 
army. They begin having regrets and want to go back to a slave’s life where at least they will still 
be alive.  
 
Then Moses stretches out his hand as two walls of water begin to form on either side. 
Suddenly, God is making a way where there is no way. The water and the land become 
separate, which echoes the second day of creation. And as the army of the empire follows the 
Israelites into the crevasse of the sea, it is not Pharaoh’s legions which swallow up God’s 
people, but creation which swallows up oppression; swallows up violence; swallows up chaos 
and death. If we read the story too literally we miss the rich meaning of what is happening. God 
is leading the people out of the ways of death, and returning them back to who they are as 
people who belong to the God of creation. It is absolutely brilliant! 
 
So brilliant that the new testament writers borrow the imagery of this story over and over again 
as well. St. Paul says that in Christ’s resurrection, “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” Or 
read over the gospels and notice how many times Jesus heals by “stretching out his hand.” Who 
else do we know of who outstretched their hand? It’s a signal to us saying, “Someone is about 
to get liberated from the oppression of the empire and returned to the God of creation!”  
 
As Jesus crosses the sea with his disciples, a storm hits as Jesus takes a nap. Then Jesus rises 
and he commands the waters saying, “Be still!” and tells the disciples to not be afraid. Where 
else do we have someone commanding waters and saying the words, “Be still!” and “Do not be 
afraid.” It’s another signal: “Someone’s about to get liberated and returned to the God of 
creation!”  
 
And then when Jesus crosses the water he just-so-happens to encounter someone who is 
possessed by a demon. Jesus asks him his name and he says his name is Legion—an army of 
oppression. The demons beg him not to toss them out of the country, so he sends them into a 
group of pigs, who go mad as they scurry off the cliff. Then the text tells us an odd detail: it says 



they, “were drowned in the sea.” What other legions do we know of who are drowned in the 
sea?  
 
This is no coincidence. These are portals asking us to connect the dots, signaling to us that 
Jesus’ ministry is all about liberating people from the ways of empire and returning them to the 
God of creation. And this is central to our ministry as well.  
 
Well, this is quite the different understanding of the gospel than I grew up with. I mean, the 
Jesus I was introduced to is the nicest guy I could ever meet, with a great head of hair, who was 
about saving me from my personal sins so I could get into heaven.  
 
I was taught that Jesus was about my personal piety, not my public and political witness.  
I was taught to believe in Jesus, but I was not taught to follow the Jesus who called political 
tyrants “foxes” and the religious lawmakers, “Pharaoh’s guys.”  
I was not taught that Jesus is returning people to themselves over and over again because we 
are already worthy and whole and enough simply for belonging to the God of creation despite 
what the empire tells us;  
and that the objective isn’t to get into heaven someday, but to bring a little bit of heaven into 
the world today!  
And that sometimes in order to do this, we have to dissent by calling a thing out for what it is.  
We have to name oppression and call out injustice for what it is. 
We have to call out hypocrisy and bigotry for what it is.  
Sometimes we have to call a Pharaoh, a Pharaoh even if he helps the stock market.  
And then with eyes of grace we have to look in the mirror and see how God might be trying to 
liberate us from the ways of the empire as well. 
 
Because in times of Pharaoh’s and plagues;  
in times of civil unrest, 
in times of a divisive election which is going to be a disaster regardless of who wins,  
in the midst of all the chaos and lies and fears and voices and powers which pull at us  
God is still doing what God has always done:  
leading us out from the ways of the empire 
and returning us to ourselves as people who are worthy and whole  
and who wonderfully belong to the God of creation. 
 
Someone is about to get liberated! 
And for that the people who belong to the God of creation say, “Amen.” 
 


