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From the Pastor’s Studio
As I write the House of Representatives is holding their second impeachment hearings for President Trump.
With only a week left in the president’s term this impeachment hearing is no doubt a “final straw” and symbolic for the direction of our collective future as a country.
This Sunday it just so happens that we celebrate the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. who in his final
book—penned after the Civil Rights Movement—asked, “Where do we go from here: chaos or community?” It
is the crossroads we find ourselves in today. Either we will move in a direction where we see ourselves as interconnected, whose collective future depends on how we treat one another and creation as community, or we
will perish as individuals as we are thrusted into further chaos, division, and violence.
Last week our Office of Public Witness of the Presbyterian Church (USA) released this statement regarding
the insurrection (or failed coup):

Epiphany (January 6, 2021) proclaims hope in the midst of despair. Let not the destructive
events of yesterday derail us from our goal of liberty and equity for all. No amount of resistance
will quell our resolve to fight for freedom, justice, and democracy for all people. Our country is
changing and there is resistance, much of it through violent acts and rhetoric. But we will prevail because whenever you stand for justice, love and inclusion, you stand with God…
For many of us, the events which unfolded last Wednesday were shocking, but not surprising. The cowardice
of those responsible for holding the president accountable have remained silent or worse, supportive for the
last four years. This is why the church must step up as the voice of conscience on our soil. As Dr. King reminded us, “The church must be reminded that it is not the master or the servant of the state, but rather the
conscience of the state. It must be the guide and the critic of the state, and never its tool...But if the church will
free itself from the shackles of a deadening status quo...it will rekindle the imagination of humankind and fire
the souls of all imbuing them with a glowing and ardent love for truth, justice, and peace.”

Where do we go from here: chaos or community? We know the direction we must go to be faithful to our
Lord. We know what the gospel calls God’s people to do and be in the world. May we enact God’s love and
voice for justice. May we be glowing with ardent love for truth, justice, and peace as we stand with God as
community. Amen.
Jon

CALENDAR of EVENTS

Sunday 1/17

Trinity Happenings
Weekly Sunday worship service on Zoom:
You may access the zoom link for the weekly worship service these
ways:

Join us on Facebook Live or Zoom
for Worship on Sundays at
11:00a.m.
Here is the Zoom link:
https://zoom.us/j/964713297?
pwd=N3d6YjROVTJ1TGlIN1JkZz
hjUlJOQT09

Monday 1/18
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

- Click here for the link.
- Go to the weekly Snapshot email you get on Monday. The link is there.
- It is in the Wednesday Interconnections email,

- Go to our website: www.trinitypresbyterianchurch.org and it is on the
home page.
You can also ask Jon, Cabell, Nicole, or someone from the church to
forward you the link.
As you can see there are lots of ways to gain access to the service. If you
need any help please let Jon (jonathangaska@gmail.com ) know.

The office will be closed.

Adult Sunday School Class Information:
The adult Sunday School class met this week to discuss Lenten study
options. More information will be coming regarding what this study will
be.

Session Members, Committees, and Groups
Clerk of Session: Carol Kayler
Building & Grounds: John Engle
Church Life: Mel Gee
Community & World Service:
Carol Kayler
Finance: Johnnie Midyette
Personnel Subcommittee: Ann Shoffner

Stewardship: Richard Browne
Worship and Spiritual Growth: Cindy Bodenheimer
Justice Team: Donna Hamilton
Environmental Green Team: Ron Richwine
Memorial Garden: Carol Kayler
Deacons: Jeff Riddle, Bea Stuber, Sue Baker, Art Morrissette, Susan Parker

Green Team Update
Updates on our environment:
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is the subject of federal attempts to remove protections for this
pristine area. Those working to stop the development of the refuge are trying to protect the area
for habitat for more than 270 species, including caribou, musk oxen, waterfowl, and polar bears,
as well as the Gwich’in people who have lived there for centuries and are dependent on the caribou. Why the rush to obligate the land for spoil now for possible gas and oil development riches
later? (In next month’s newsletter an update on what has been taking place there.)
Shallow Ford area of the Yadkin River. Attempts are being led by the Conservation Fund of Arlington, VA to allow acquisition of 246 acres there. The plan is for a historic preservation site
with walking trails in the Lewisville area.
Mountain Valley Pipeline, running from Northwest West Virginia to Southern Virginia, unfortunately 92% complete and in full service expected by early this year.
Atlantic Coast Pipeline spanning 600 miles through West Virginia, Virginia, and into Eastern
North Carolina, was cancelled in July of 2020.
John Kerry has been named Special Presidential Envoy for the Climate, a cabinet-level position.
One of first orders: Rejoining Paris Climate Agreement.

Michael Regan, North Carolina’s top environmental regulator, has been chosen to head the Environmental Protection Agency, fixing the damage done under 4 years’ of the Trump Administration.

Message from Bea Stuber:
Dear Trinity Friends,
Well most of you know I had Covid. Then we hear of the side effects or what happens as one returns to their so-called normal. I had my legs and stomach swell and thus began the journey to
find out what it was. There was some talk it was a side effect. I have had heart issues and kidney
issues but never swelling like this. Then you take in two holiday weekends, one trip to Urgent
Care and you realize where this medical problem has taken us.I wasn't going to the ER as they
had enough with Covid patients. So I worked with my doctor and the nurse practitioner at WS
Health Care. They did tests and finally came up with putting me on 20 mg. of Lasix, low dosage
due to kidney issues, get compression stockings and keep my feet up.
I am here to tell you, the medical community is in over drive. They are working with their regular
people, dea;ing with people with Covid and then trying to keep themselves safe. I took cookies to
my last visit to say thank you in a very small way. What I ask the rest of you to do is make sure
you tell someone in the office or hospital, you appreciate what they are doing and that you appreciate them leaving their family to help us.
Blessings,
Bea

Justice Team Update
December 2020

NCCLO Accomplishments in Education
In May-June 2020, Trinity members participated in a press conference and letter-writing campaign led by the NC
Congress of Latino Organizations (NCCLO) to urge WS/FCS leadership to increase the number of bilingual
staff. After months of follow-up meetings with District staff and Board members, we are pleased to share that the
school district has taken important steps to support Spanish-speaking families! These include:
•Hiring two additional full-time interpreters,
•Hiring three bilingual community-based employees, to assist Spanish-speaking families with educational
needs and connection to social services during the COVID-19 pandemic, and
•Offering Spanish interpretation at all School Board meetings.

Forsyth County NCCLO leaders were joined by WS/FCS staff to share these commitments with the public in a virtual press conference on December 3, 2020, as reported by the Winston-Salem Journal, Triad City Beat, Qué Pasa
Greensboro-Winston-Salem, and Mía Magazine. We believe that these changes will help many Spanish-speaking
families navigate the school system and access the best opportunities for their children.
Thanks to all who have supported the NCCLO’s efforts to increase Hispanic/Latinx students’ access to a highquality education! Please stay tuned for future opportunities to support the leadership of our Latinx neighbors.

Trinity’s partnership with the Latino Congress is rooted in our Biblical and PC(USA) traditions of accompanying immigrant neighbors and a Session resolution of support adopted in Fall 2018.

Community and World Service Committee Update

Thank you so much to everyone who contributed shampoos, conditioners, lotions, hand sanitizers and other
items, as well as money, for the gift bags for our families at the Bolton School Food Pantry. Once again,
you have gone above and beyond in your generosity to our neighbors. We put together 64 gift bags that also included a card game and candy canes. We had enough money left over to purchase an additional 64 3pound jars of peanut butter for the Pantry (peanut butter is a popular item at the Pantry but has been unavailable from Second Harvest Food Bank since April). The gift bags brought a lot of smiles to a lot of faces
and much appreciation. Thanks again.

Merry Christmas from the staff at Bolton School!

TRINITY SUPPORTS
Support, Advocacy, & Education
Groups That Meet at Trinity **
**The church will not be open for any
meetings during this time. Please
contact the individual groups for
virtual options.
•Tolerance AA Groups: Tuesday and

Thursday, 6:00-7:00 p.m., Saturday,
10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
•Help and Hope Al-Anon Family Group:

Saturdays 5:00-6:00 p.m.
•Disability Advocates: Monday-

Thursday by appointment
•Newcomers Club: 4th Tuesday of Each

month, 10:00 a.m.
• WS Transgender Support Groups:

Transgender & NonBinary People
Support Group/Friends & Family of
Transgender and NonBinary People
Support Group meet every other
Sunday, 7:00-8:30 p.m. Call 908-4441524 for further information.
Local Support Groups

Session Summary
Session Highlights from the December Meeting
The Treasurer reported that income for November was $12,214.76
which was $3,285.99 under budget. Expenses for November were
$16,308.93 which was $808.18 over budget. Year-to-date income
through November was $162,677.04 which was $7,831.21 under
budget. Expenses YTD were $133,261.79 which was $37,246.46 under
budget.
Jon will be on vacation the week of January 18-24. The week is a carry
-over from 2020 that was previously approved by Session.
Discussion continues on ways to update technology in the sanctuary to
facilitate communication and outreach, safety concerns upon reopening
and other issues.
The Building and Grounds committee will consider possible changes to
signage at the church and make recommendations to Session.
The Capital Campaign Committee will make a list of tasks to be
completed in the nursery and recruit volunteers to help with the work.

•PFLAG: Parents, Families, & Friends

of Lesbians and Gays meets at
Highland Presbyterian Church at 2380
Cloverdale Ave, 4th Tuesday at 7:00
p.m. Resource Link: www.pflagws.org;
Trinity contact: Johnnie Midyette

COMMUNITY NEEDS
CRISIS CONTROL MINISTRY
Food/Gift of the Month for January:

Beef Stew
BOLTON FOOD PANTRY

Cold cereal (such as Cheerios or con
flakes)
All-Purpose Cleaners
MOSES BASKET
Receiving Blankets
Socks
Baby Bibs
Washcloths

Jon recognized our departing elders, Ann Shoffner and Mel Gee, and
expressed appreciation for their hard work and dedication during their
tenures. Those sentiments were echoed by the remaining elders.

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Message from Trinity’s Treasurers
Thanks to all who are continuing to support Trinity, both financially and
in other ways, So far, we have been able to meet all of our financial
commitments. This is happening by people mailing checks, using bill pay
through financial institutions and using Vanco, our online donation system.
Please stay safe! We hope to see you all soon!
You may still mail all checks to Trinity Presbyterian Church:
1416 Bolton Street
Winston-Salem, NC 27103-4798

Brennan Gaska – January 4
Finn Hosey – January 9

Eden Gaska – January 12

or you may give online using the link below. Thank you!

Dave Sobie – January 13

http://www.trinitypresbyterianchurch.org/online-giving/

Kevin Zuidema – January 13

Our Online Giving Option is Available on Our Website!
Let’s utilize this exciting new option to save time a the hassle of writing a
check. You can access the secure online giving page directly on the home
page of our website. You can access that option here. Many of you have
inquired about fees incurred for this service: Vanco charges Trinity 2.75%
+ .45 per transaction for all credit/debit card payments. They charge 1%
+ .45 per transaction for direct debits to checking accounts. There is an
option to add a bit to if you would like to help cover these additional
charges.

Johnnie Midyette – January 17
Linwood Sawyer – January 23
Ruthanna Dalby – January 25
Holly Sopko – January 26
Dustin Pettenati – January 27

Links
Jon’s sermons can be found on our website. Audio and PDF versions are available. The latest Zoom Live
sermon from January 10 can be found here:
http://www.trinitypresbyterianchurch.org/worship-services-online/worship-service-on-january-10-2021/

Also, check out the Salem Presbytery’s Salem Matters online.

Mid Council Relations Update
https://mailchi.mp/pcusa/mission-comes-in-many-forms-and-more?e=00f50ffeac

Trinity Presbyterian Church is committed to being an open
and affirming intergenerational church who, through the
gospel of Jesus Christ and with the Spirit, embodies God’s
love, builds community, and works toward justice.

Trinity’s Current Office Hours

Trinity’s Staff

Cristy Lynn Brown, Music Director
Hours are irregular due to COVID. Please call
the church office at 336-765-8779 and leave a
message if you need to come by the church or
need to make an appointment with the pastor.

Anna McRay, Accompanist
Rev. Terri Engle, Director of Spiritual Growth

Sue Baker, Parish Nurse
Nicole Johnson, Office & Finance Coordinator
Cabell Edmundson, Communications Coordinator
Rev. Jonathan Gaska, Pastor
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