
FAITH IN ACTION 

March 2021 

Trinity Presbyterian Church Newsletter 

From the Pastor’s Studio 

 
During a recent deacons meeting, I mentioned that we would be holding a Grief Group during Lent this year 
for those who have lost loved ones. One of our deacons asked, “Can we all join? After all, aren’t we all griev-
ing about something these days?” 

It’s true. We have all been missing people and going through loss. While I don’t want to generalize the grief 
for those who have lost a loved one during this time, the compounding losses we have been forced to go 
through over the last year has brought about a collective sense of anxiety, stress, and, well, embodied grief. 

Appropriately enough, our Lenten texts this year directly address the traditional stages of grief. We have denial 
as Peter denies Jesus’ death announcement and Jesus telling his followers to follow him by denying themselves 
(Mark 8: 31-38). We have Jesus making whips out of leases and destroying property in the temple as his grief 
turns to anger (John 2). We get a taste of Jesus’ acceptance when he says a seed must die if it is to give life 
(John 12:20-33), and Jesus bargaining with God on Maundy Thursday in the Garden of Gethsemane. It is as if 
the gospel is accompanying us through grief’s stages. Which makes perfect sense, as God’s good news meets 
us in our lowest places and boldly reflects the deepest truths about ourselves back to us through Jesus’ experi-
ence of living and dying. 

Throughout the stories, however, there is also a lot of healing. Which also makes sense, as healing is what our 
process of grief is all about. Not that we will ever feel complete or whole again. Not that we will ever stop 
missing or longing for our loved one. Not that we won’t bear the scars of Covid-19, or cancer, or any other loss 
we have been forced to confront. But through the process, I believe, we will have the opportunity to become 
more human and thus more whole in a different way.  

One day I came across these words which summed it up for me: 

“Grief never ends… 
but it changes. 

It’s a passage, 
not a place to stay. 

Grief is not a weakness, 
nor a lack of faith… 

it is the price of love.” 

As painful as grief’s process it, it is comforting for me to recognize that we grieve primarily because we love. 
Which means the process has purpose, is full of meaning and, perhaps, even holy.  
 
As we lean into what a friend calls the “Lentiest Lent we have ever Lented,” and as we explore these gospel 
stories of God’s grief together, may we remember that grief happens because we dare to love each other. For 
God so loved the world. For we continue to love as well. Amen. 

P.S. This morning someone reminded me that today marks seven completed years with y’all! Biblically the 
number seven is a “holy” or “set apart” year. And I can’t think of a more appropriate term for the year we have 
been having. Please know how grateful I am to have been on this journey with you, and Joy and I couldn’t im-
agine going through the last seven years with a finer group of people. Cheers to the journey thus far, and to the 
path God is leading us on together! 
Jon 



CALENDAR of EVENTS 

 
 

 

Wednesday 3/3 at 4pm 

Grief Group. The Zoom link is 
here. 
 

 

Sunday 3/7  

Join us on Facebook Live or Zoom 
for Worship on Sundays at 
11:00a.m.  
The Zoom link is here. 

 

 

Trinity Happenings  

 

 
Weekly Sunday worship service on Zoom: 

You may access the zoom link for the weekly worship service these 
ways:  

- Click here for the link.  

- Go to the weekly Snapshot email you get on Monday. The link is there. 

- It is in the Wednesday Interconnections email, 

- Go to our website: www.trinitypresbyterianchurch.org and it is on the 
home page. 

You can also ask Jon, Cabell, Nicole, or someone from the church to 
forward you the link.  

As you can see there are lots of ways to gain access to the service. If you 
need any help please let Jon (jonathangaska@gmail.com ) know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session Members, Committees, and Groups 
 

Clerk of Session: Carol Kayler 

Building & Grounds: John Engle & Michael Hosey 

Church Life: Under construction 

Community & World Service: 

 Carol Kayler & Ron Richwine 

Finance: Johnnie Midyette 

Personnel Subcommittee: Donna Hamilton 

 

 

Stewardship: Richard Browne 

Worship and Spiritual Growth: Cindy Bodenheimer & 

Brenda Daniels 

Justice Team: Donna Hamilton 

Environmental Green Team: Ron Richwine 

Memorial Garden: Carol Kayler 

Deacons: Bea Stuber, Sue Baker, Art Morrissette, Susan 

Parker, Laura Spedding 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89766480215?pwd=QVBRNU9hWDZ0ZEgzWXJWSFlLSGJBZz09
https://zoom.us/j/964713297?pwd=N3d6YjROVTJ1TGlIN1JkZzhjUlJOQT09
https://zoom.us/j/964713297?pwd=N3d6YjROVTJ1TGlIN1JkZzhjUlJOQT09
http://www.trinitypresbyterianchurch.org
mailto:Jonathan%20Gaska%20%3cjonathangaska@gmail.com%3e


 

  
Spiritual Growth Update 

 

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

The Spiritual Growth Committee and the Worship Committee are putting together an Advent De-
votional that is formatted the same way as our current Lenten Devotional. 

There is a sign-up sheet on Google Docs that can be accessed via this link so that you can choose 
the day and scripture that is speaking to you. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14HBnLCRQI3taXz2yHB1XG-
g1w_2gD2L7J9peORfXnWM/edit?usp=sharing 

You may use the Lenten Devotional as a sample for your meditation. 

Terri needs you to have your meditation by May 31, 2021 so that the document can be formatted 
in time for Advent. 

We are asking our youth and children to again provide artwork for each meditation. If you would 
like to provide artwork to go along with your meditation, let Terri know on the sign-up sheet by 
listing art provided beside your name.  If you have any questions please email Terri Engle 
(Engle.terri@gmail.com) 

 

VBS 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Spiritual Growth Committee is starting to work on summer children’s activities. We are in 
the process of discussing Vacation Bible School and fall start up for Sunday School. Our Youth 
Program is also going to be part of our discussion. We will be meeting via Zoom. If you are inter-
ested in participating in the discussion email Terri so she can send you the meeting link. 
Engle.terri@gmail.com 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14HBnLCRQI3taXz2yHB1XG-g1w_2gD2L7J9peORfXnWM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14HBnLCRQI3taXz2yHB1XG-g1w_2gD2L7J9peORfXnWM/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:Engle.terri@gmail.com
mailto:Engle.terri@gmail.com


Session Summary  

 

Session Highlights from the February Meeting  

 

The Treasurer reported an income for January of $ 17,319.20, which 
was $ 3,300.28 above budget. She explained that the difference resulted 
from some giving units paying their entire yearly pledges in January.  
Expenses for January were $ 10,080.21, which was $3,938.71 above 
budget. The difference was primarily due to the cost of gas. 

The Session voted to approve an increase of $960 in the budget to 
cover Trinity’s pledge to Salem Presbytery. The Presbytery has 
increased its pledge request from member churches to $40 per church 
member. 

The Session approved a motion that the pastor receive an annual 
performance evaluation by the Session. Reviews have been done in the 
past, but not on a regular basis. Other staff members are reviewed 
yearly by the pastor. 

A Technology Design Team is meeting to review options for updating 
the technology in the sanctuary. 

A Reopening Team is being formed to consider various options for 
reopening the church when it can be done safely. 

 

Presbyterian Special Offerings 

February 17 - April 4, 2021 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable food 
sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. The three 
programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing — Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-
Development of People — all work in different ways to serve individuals 
and communities in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing 
community development, their work fits together to provide people with 
safety, sustenance, and hope. Received during the season of Lent 
(February 17 – April 4), each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 
helps to improve the lives of people in these challenging situations. The 
Offering provides us a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need. 
In fact, OGHS is the single, largest way that Presbyterians come together 
every year to work for a better world. Click here to give online or gifts 

may be sent to sent to Trinity (1416 Bolton Street | Winston-Salem, NC 
27103) with the “One Great Hour of Sharing” in the memo line. 

 

 

TRINITY SUPPORTS 

Support, Advocacy, & Education 
Groups That Meet at Trinity ** 

**The church will not be open for any 
meetings during this time. Please 
contact the individual groups for 
virtual options. 

•Tolerance AA Groups: Tuesday and 

Thursday, 6:00-7:00 p.m., Saturday, 

10:00 to 11:00 a.m. 

•Help and Hope Al-Anon Family Group: 

Saturdays 5:00-6:00 p.m.  

•Disability Advocates: Monday-

Thursday by appointment 

•Newcomers Club: 4th Tuesday of Each 

month, 10:00 a.m. 

• WS Transgender Support Groups: 

Transgender & NonBinary People 

Support Group/Friends & Family of 

Transgender and NonBinary People 

Support Group meet every other 

Sunday, 7:00-8:30 p.m. Call 908-444-

1524 for further information. 

Local Support Groups 

•PFLAG: Parents, Families, & Friends 

of Lesbians and Gays meets at 

Highland Presbyterian Church at 2380 

Cloverdale Ave, 4th Tuesday at 7:00 

p.m. Resource Link: www.pflagws.org; 

Trinity contact: Johnnie Midyette 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEEDS 

CRISIS CONTROL MINISTRY 

Food/Gift of the Month for March: 

Instant Grits 

 

BOLTON FOOD PANTRY 

Cold cereal (such as Cheerios or con 

flakes) 

All-Purpose Cleaners 

 

MOSES BASKET 

Receiving Blankets 

Socks 

Baby Bibs 

Washcloths 

 

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/make-a-gift/gift-info/oghs/


 

Message from Trinity’s Treasurers 

Thanks  to all who are continuing to support Trinity, both financially and 

in other ways, So far, we have been able to meet all of our financial 

commitments. This is happening by people mailing checks, using bill pay 

through financial institutions and using Vanco, our online donation 

system. Please stay safe! We hope to see you all soon! 

You may still mail all checks to Trinity Presbyterian Church: 

1416 Bolton Street 

Winston-Salem, NC 27103-4798 

 

or you may give online using the link below. Thank you! 

http://www.trinitypresbyterianchurch.org/online-giving/ 

Our Online Giving Option is Available on Our Website! 
Let’s utilize this exciting new option to save time a the hassle of writing a 
check. You can access the secure online giving page directly on the home 
page of our website. You can access that option here.  Many of you have 
inquired about fees incurred for this service: Vanco charges Trinity 2.75% 
+ .45 per transaction for all credit/debit card payments. They charge 1% 
+ .45 per transaction for direct debits to checking accounts. There is an 
option to add a bit to if you would like to help cover these additional 
charges.  

 

Links 

Jon’s sermons can be found on our website. Audio and PDF versions are available. The latest Zoom Live 
sermon from February 28 can be found here:   

http://www.trinitypresbyterianchurch.org/worship-services-online/worship-service-on-february-28-2021/ 

 

Also, check out the Salem Presbytery’s Salem Matters online. 

 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agnes Jallah – March 5 

Bill Mabry – March 18 

Martha Hix – March 19 

Tom Perfetti – March 22 

Bill Allen – March 22 

Jon Gaska – March 24 

Riley Douglas – March 26 

Carol Kayler – March 30 

http://www.trinitypresbyterianchurch.org/online-giving/
http://www.trinitypresbyterianchurch.org/online-giving/
http://www.trinitypresbyterianchurch.org/sermons-2/
http://www.trinitypresbyterianchurch.org/worship-services-online/worship-service-on-february-28-2021/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/February-Presbytery-Meeting-Digest-Available.html?soid=1122919835438&aid=vkG9zNGppdU


Trinity Presbyterian Church 

1416 Bolton Street | Winston-Salem, NC 27103 

336-765-8779 | www.trinitypresbyterianchurch.org 

Trinity’s Current Office Hours 

 

Hours are irregular due to COVID. Please call 

the church office at 336-765-8779 and leave a 

message if you need to come by the church or 

need to make an appointment with the pastor. 

Trinity’s Staff 

Cristy Lynn Brown, Music Director 

Anna McRay, Accompanist 

Rev. Terri Engle, Director of Spiritual Growth 

Sue Baker, Parish Nurse 

Nicole Johnson, Office & Finance Coordinator 

Cabell Edmundson, Communications Coordinator 

Rev. Jonathan Gaska, Pastor 

Trinity Presbyterian Church is committed to being an open 

and affirming intergenerational church who, through the 

gospel of Jesus Christ and with the Spirit, embodies God’s 

love, builds community, and works toward justice.  


